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From: Reveley IV, Taylor 
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2016 10:55 AM 
To: BOV 
Subject: Longwood BOV Meeting 

Friends,	   

We	  are	  looking	  forward	  to	  seeing	  you	  next	  week,	  and	  your	  briefing	  materials	  will	  arrive	  by	  
overnight	  delivery	  tomorrow	  and	  in	  electronic	  copy	  this	  afternoon. 

As	  we	  gather,	  around	  the	  country	  and	  the	  world	  there	  is	  a	  spirit	  of	  unease,	  as	  has	  been	  true	  for	  
some	  time.	  In	  light	  of	  that,	  we	  should	  take	  a	  special	  measure	  of	  pride	  that	  at	  Longwood	  there	  is	  
a	  spirit	  of	  progress	  and	  momentum.	  Enrollment	  is	  robust,	  applications	  especially	  so.	  Our	  faculty	  
are	  energetically	  engaged	  in	  the	  careful	  work	  of	  planning	  a	  new	  curriculum.	  Campus	  is	  
preparing	  for	  50,000,000	  people	  to	  turn	  their	  eyes	  to	  Longwood	  for	  the	  Debate.	  The	  University,	  
the	  Town,	  and	  the	  broader	  region	  have	  a	  powerful	  and	  growing	  sense	  of	  joint	  enterprise,	  as	  
befits	  America’s	  first	  two-‐college	  community.	  Alumni	  are	  supporting	  the	  alma	  mater	  in	  
increasing	  numbers	  and	  in	  increasing	  ways,	  with	  their	  financial	  contributions	  as	  well	  as	  their	  
volunteer	  devotion	  and	  participation.	  And	  we	  have	  been	  able	  to	  hold	  true	  to	  the	  crucial	  and	  
continuing	  effort	  to	  improve	  compensation	  across	  the	  University. 

We	  have	  likewise	  been	  able	  to	  be	  a	  leader	  in	  Virginia	  and	  nationally	  with	  regards	  to	  college	  
costs	  for	  students	  and	  families.	  As	  we	  have	  done	  each	  of	  the	  past	  two	  years,	  we	  will	  look	  to	  set	  
tuition	  and	  fees	  at	  the	  upcoming	  meeting	  rather	  than	  waiting	  until	  the	  summer	  -‐-‐-‐	  so	  that	  our	  
students	  can	  plan	  better	  for	  the	  coming	  year. 

Next	  week	  will	  also	  be	  a	  good	  juncture	  to	  think	  about	  the	  farther	  future	  for	  the	  University	  with	  
regards	  to	  a	  specific	  area	  with	  significant	  potential:	  our	  graduate	  programs.	  The	  campus	  task	  
force	  which	  Joan	  Neff	  and	  I	  appointed	  earlier	  this	  academic	  year	  to	  review	  Longwood’s	  
graduate	  studies	  has	  been	  at	  work	  through	  this	  semester,	  and	  plans	  to	  make	  recommendations	  
in	  the	  months	  ahead.	  We	  will	  devote	  a	  meaningful	  portion	  of	  next	  week’s	  board	  meeting	  to	  
deliberation	  on	  this	  front. 

The	  unease	  that	  prevails	  in	  the	  country	  and	  the	  world	  is	  certainly	  and	  of	  course	  felt	  across	  
higher	  education	  too,	  quite	  deeply.	  Times	  of	  stress,	  when	  old	  orders	  and	  verities	  show	  fissures,	  
are	  also	  times	  when	  ingenuity,	  moxie,	  and	  grit	  can	  result	  in	  tremendous	  advancement.	  I	  hope	  
that’s	  what	  we	  are	  achieving	  for	  Longwood. 

Thanks,	  as	  always, 

Taylor	   
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